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Autumn is now with us and all the latest news from the
Friends of the Wick Country Park is here to keep you up-to-date with current and future
events.

Message from the Chair

Battle of the Weeds

Hello everyone and I hope this Autumn edition
of Skylarks finds you all in good health.
Summer is sadly over but hopefully we have
many golden days of Autumn ahead.
I am now 'flying solo' as Chairperson – it only
seems like yesterday since I joined the
committee but in fact it is about 4 years that I
have been part of the team.
Lots to report on our Summer events, all very
successful - Nature Quest on 15th August and
the Kite Festival on 19th September. A review of
these events follows in this edition. Also we
were involved in helping at the 'Alice Through
The Looking Glass' event held in the park on a
nice Summer's evening, keeping the audience
provided with the refreshments.
Looking ahead our final event of 2010 is the
Yuletide Ramble followed by the AGM on
Sunday 5th December at 2pm. Please come
along for an interesting walk, then our usual
refreshment of mulled wine and mince pies, it
would be great if you will join in the AGM too.
Finally we would like to wish you all a very
merry Christmas and a happy New Year.
Eileen - Chairperson

The ‘Wick Weeders’ have had another
successful year in the Pavilion Garden. We
continue to meet regularly on the 2nd and 4th
Monday in the month, plus a few additional days
when the weeds were clearly winning. In the
summer we cleared the Whitewashed Bramble
(Rubus cockburnianus), which had originally
been planted for winter colour and to protect the
newly planted garden from dogs and people.
The plan is to replant the area with lavender,
unfortunately while our backs were turned the
couch grass got there before us and took vacant
possession! Basildon District Council have
provided £40 and the Friends of the Wick
Country Park have agreed to double the amount
to purchase replacement plants. It is a big area
and more plants will be needed so we are
hoping ’Friends’ will be willing to offer plants,
cuttings or bulbs. So if you think you can help in
anyway please get in touch.
If you like cheerful company, fresh air and
chocolate biscuit’s the ‘Wick Weeders’ is for you!
No previous knowledge necessary, tools,
guidance and a feeling of satisfaction are all
provided free.
Nikki - Treasurer and Membership Secretary

NATURE QUEST 2010
Nature Quest was a huge success. Lots of people attended, children received their certificates for
undertaking the nature quiz, and everyone enjoyed the pond dipping and craft activities taking
place. The tombola and the stalls were also very popular. It was lovely to see the children and
families having a great time.

We received a heart-warming email from our members June and Peter Lilwall regarding their day
at Nature Quest, we would like to share their words with you.
We had a wonderful time at the Nature Quest. We had our granddaughter Fleur staying with
us and she really enjoyed herself. We walked around the park first and did our Nature Quiz
and collected loads of berries and leaves then on to the Dipping Pond. I have never seen her so
interested and animated. The helpers were brilliant and Fleur was able to identify what she
had caught with the charts. The rangers were so helpful and one even offered to take a photo of
the three of us. Then she was given her certificate saying she was now a nature detective..well
that was the icing on the cake. We needed a cup of coffee then so sat in the clubhouse while
Fleur enjoyed herself on the activity tables. Winning a bag for her with lots of bangles in on
the tombola was another treat. I think it was your daughter that helped put Fleur's hair in
bunches as she came to us with no hairclips...however the lady outside on the lucky dip
ensured we picked some hair bands!! We couldnt believe how helpful and friendly everyone
was and made it a great day out for us. Fleur is just 4.
Thank you to everyone!!
Thank you June and Peter, it is always reassuring to know our events are enjoyed. Also
for the lovely photos you sent us:-

****************************************************************************************************************
Please do not forget our next event - the Yuletide Ramble and AGM
Join the Friends for a festive stroll around the park on Sunday 5th December starting at the Pavilion
at 2pm. After the walk there’s a chance to warm up in the Pavilion with a glass of mulled wine and mince
pie at the Annual General Meeting. All members are welcome to attend this short meeting.
An important reminder as well - please do not forget to renew your membership!

KITE FESTIVAL 2010
A good time was had by all at the Kite Festival, both professional and fun-fliers. Lots of activity
on the craft table inside the Pavilion and lots of kite flying outside. Not too much sunshine was
on offer but plenty of wind to keep all occupied in the kite flying activities.

Events for 2010

Yuletide Ramble

The Friends’ Committee has arranged
the following events with the Wick
Country Park Ranger. For all events
please meet at the Wick Pavilion.

Eileen Cattell – Chairperson
Nikki Gibson – Treasurer
Christine Lee - Secretary
Peter Bates, Phil Honour

Wick Weeders
2nd & 4th Monday of each month
Starting at 1.30pm

Work Parties
These are bi-monthly on the 3rd
Sunday of each month, 10am –
12noon (please note only one more
left this year on 21st November)
Come and have fun and help the
Ranger with improvements to the park.

The Friends of the Wick
Country Park Committee:

Sunday5th December
Starting at 2pm
Finish the year with a sociable walk
round the park with the Ranger and
Friends. Enjoy some mulled wine
and mince pies, stay for the AGM,
meet the committee and have your
say about the park.

Membership
If you are not a member but would
like to join the Friends of the Wick
Country Park please contact Nikki
on 01268 734293 or email
mikenikki@supanet.com

Basildon District Council
Countryside Services:
Marcus Hotten
Countryside Officer
Telephone: 01268 550088
Mark Williams
Countryside Ranger
Telephone: 01268 562921

Neighbourhood Policing
Team:
Telephone: 0300 333 4444 or 07875
003503

