
                                                            
             
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Winter is fast approaching but we are already planning next year’s events to keep you 
entertained in the Wick Country Park. All the latest news from the Friends of the Wick 
Country Park is here to keep you up-to-date with all that is happening in the park. 
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A Message from the Chair         
 

Dear Friends 
 

We are coming to the end of a very busy year which 
has been full of highs, and really no lows.  All our 
events were huge successes; we were supported by a 
record number of helpers, and membership is at an all-
time high. 
 

The season culminated with the committee very kindly 
nominating me for a volunteer’s award in the 
Inspirational Role Model category!  This was truly a 
lovely surprise and I was very touched, particularly as 
they usually tease me about my arm-twisting abilities! 
 

The Awards Evening took place last month at the 
Towngate Theatre.  Basildon Council provided, with 
the help of a lot of sponsors, a delightful evening with 
refreshments, and award presentations being 
interspersed with choirs, poetry reading and some 
lively dancers.  Although I did not win an award I did 
come home with a certificate and a cookie medal which 
I accepted on behalf of all the committee who all work 
hard playing their part in promoting and developing 
our lovely country park. 
 

                               
                 
Although it feels very early this is my opportunity to 
wish you all a wonderful festive season and I am 
looking forward to meeting lots of you at the January 
Jaunt and AGM. 
 

Nikki, Chairperson 
 

      Skylarks 
 

 

PLEASE COME ALONG TO THE NEXT       
EVENT IN THE WICK COUNTRY PARK 

     
Sunday 15th January: our new event ‘The 
January Jaunt’ at 2pm, followed by the AGM, 
with mince pies and hot mulled wine! 
 

                  
 

Start the year with a sociable walk around the 
park with the Ranger and Friends. Enjoy 
some mulled wine and mince pies, stay for 
the AGM, meet the committee and have your 
say about the park. 
 

         
  
Our first of 2017 but our list of events for the 
rest of 2017 will be published soon!! 
 
 
 



The agenda for the AGM will be as follows: 
 
1. Apologies for absence 

2. Minutes of last AGM – 13th Dec 2015 

3. Matters arising 

4. Chairperson’s report/membership report 

5. Treasurer’s report 

6. Ranger’s report 

7. Election of Officers 

8. Election of Committee Members 

9. Any other business 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                                    Membership 2017 

Time to Renew your Membership! 

It is only a £3 annual fee for all the family, but so easy to forget.  So do it now before the rush of 

Christmas is upon us.  Better still encourage friends or relatives to join.  A membership form is 

attached, cash through my letterbox, cheque through the post, in person at the AGM I don’t mind 

how you do it.  Our membership numbers is one way we can gauge our success so is very 

important to us.  I trust you will continue to enjoy the Skylarks newsletters and the e-mails which 

keep you up to date with what is happening in the park. 

 

Nikki Gibson 

Membership Secretary  

126 Church End Lane 

Runwell 

SS11 7DP 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

     

Membership 2017 

Friends of the Wick Country Park     

Full name: _________________________________________________________________________  

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ Postcode: ___________________ 

Telephone no: _______________________  

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Household £3    

Membership runs until December 2017 
 

Please send cheques made payable to ‘Friends of the Wick Country Park’ to 
Nikki Gibson 126 Church End Lane, Runwell, Wickford, Essex SS11 7DP   

Nikkigibson621@btinternet.com   01268 734293 
 
 

mailto:Nikkigibson621@btinternet.com


‘The Kite Festival - 2016’ 
 

It was another great day out at our annual Kite Festival, lots of happy families were entertained with the 
activities both inside and outside of the pavilion.  The kite making was ever popular, this year 160 children 
came along to be helped by the Essex Kite Group, who also provided all the kite kits, many thanks to them. 
 

              
 

The South Eastern Essex Classic Car Club brought along an excellent display and gave their experience 
and knowledge of the vehicles. The Friends of the Wick Country and the event featured in their journal ‘The 
Bearings’ describing the day at the Kite Festival:-  
 

“What a beautiful day it turned out to be for this year’s Kite festival and Classic Car Show.  Bright sunshine and not a 
cloud to be seen in the sky.  Unfortunately, unlike the last couple of shows that we have attended there was not a lot 
of wind but when we did get a light breeze some of the kites did fly.  Those that flew the best, apart from those 
belonging to the Essex Kite Group, seemed to be the ones that the children were actually making, with materials and 
instruction provided free of charge in the pavilion. Refreshments were available along with hot food and cold drinks 
supplied by the burger van.”   
 

          
 

A new event was the ‘mud kitchen’ where many happy children went away with their mud model face! 
This was very kindly provided by The Treehouse Forestry Nursery and Out of School Club who gave us this 
review of the day:- 
 

“On Sunday 11th September we were lucky enough to spend time at the Wick Country Park for the Kite Festival. We 
had lovely weather to watch the various kites flying, including those made by the children.  The Friends of the Wick 
Country Park worked so hard to make it a successful day; we hope that every parent will mark 17th September next 
year as this event is fantastic for the whole community. 
 

The Treehouse Forestry Nursery and Out of School Club is moving and is due to open soon on Dollyman’s Farm. At 
the Kite Festival we gave parents a taste of what we do with a mud kitchen.  The children enjoyed mixing and stirring 
the water and dirt together to make lovely slurpy mud.  We made muddy faces, cakes and fountains with mud.  The 
children had a glorious time and the parents had a place where they could sit and rest while their children were busy 
playing.  Overall it was a very enjoyable day thanks to the lovely children who came and the helpers on the day.” 
 

       
 



Finally most important of all - reviews from our young visitors on their day at the Kite Festival:- 
 

“I had good fun making a kite and a windmill. I cycled all the way there and cycled around the pond. In the pond I saw 
some small fish, this small . My dad took his kite.”  (Thomas aged 7) 
 

“I liked making a kite with grandad and I really enjoyed making a windmill. My kite flew really high. I liked riding my 
bike and meeting up with my friends.”  (Jessica aged 5) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

‘The Bee Chambers’ 
 

Have you been along to the park and seen our bee chambers on the container in action.  The summer saw 
lots of activity there with lots of bees taking up residency. If you want to know all about bee chambers, 
please go to the website http://www.verticalveg.org.uk/how-to-make-a-bee-hotel-that-really-works/. 
 

                        
 
 

           

 

 
WICK COUNTRY PARK 

       EVENTS 2016 

 

 

DATE EVENT DETAILS 

Usually the 
2nd and 4th 
Monday of 

each month 

Wick Weeders Starting at 1.30 pm (see the website & posters for 
confirmation of the dates).  Help is always needed to 
maintain these gardens.  Equipment is provided.   

For more information on the above please contact Nikki Gibson on 01268 734293 or email    
nikkigibson621@btinternet.com  The latest information on events throughout the year can be found on our 
website: www.friendsofthewickcountrypark.co.uk  A full programme of the 2017 events will be published 
soon.  

 

**************************************************************************************************************************  
If you are not a member but would like to join the Friends of the Wick Country Park please contact Nikki on 01268   
734293 or email nikkigibson621@btinternet.com 
 

  Friends of the Wick Country Park Committee: 
 Nikki Gibson - Chairperson/Membership Secretary, Richard Rowsell - Vice Chair, Dorothy Cundy - Treasurer, 
  Marie Singleton - Secretary, Alaric Cundy - Webmaster 
  Committee Members: Peter Bates, Christine Lee 
 

  Basildon Borough Council Countryside Services: 
  Mark Williams - Countryside Ranger, Telephone: 01268 562921 
  Rob Baker - Parks and Countryside Supervisor, Telephone: 01268 553992 
 

  Neighbourhood Policing Team:  Telephone 0300 333 4444 or 07875 003503 
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